Doris Mae Bowker
November 29, 1926 - June 30, 2020

DORIS MAE BOWKER, 93 of Julesburg, passed away Tuesday, June 30, 2020, at the
Sedgwick County Nursing Home in Julesburg.
Doris Mae Kues was born in Fleming, CO on November 29, 1926, to Karl Whilhelm and
Wilhelmina Anna (Mettscher) Kues. She attended school in Fleming and graduated there
in 1944. She attended Barnes Business School in Denver CO, and worked at Sadler
Furniture as a bookkeeper, until she was diagnosed with Polio, and returned to Fleming.
After treatment, she worked at a Dept. Store in Haxtun CO, then came to Julesburg to live
with the Rev. Bauer family. She worked at J.M. McDonald Co. there, serving for a time as
Ready to Wear buyer.
On May 21, 1950, she was united in marriage to Beryl E. Bowker in the Julesburg United
Methodist Church. To this union were born two children, Yvonne Kay, and Ronald Ray.
They were joined in 1960 by a niece Marge, who became a part of their family, and was
considered as a daughter. Doris loved doing crafts, sewing, and doing things with her
family. They especially enjoyed time together at their trailer at Otter Creek by Lake
McConaughy, for many years.
She was active in Church organizations, serving as Chairman of Christian Women's Club,
and also as a consulting coordinator and guide of the Friendship Bible Coffees. After
moving to Assisted Living in Julesburg, she also held Bible Studies there. She was a long
time member of the United Methodist Church and UMW.
The family built and owned Arrow Acres Cafe and Drive-In, west of Julesburg, across from
the Airport and the Drive-In-Theater. They worked in it as a family. There were summer
jobs for extended family at the cafe. They also owned and operated several grocery stores
in Julesburg, where she served as bookkeeper, clerk, and for a time, manager of the one
in Venango.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Beryl; her parents; one brother, Don; seven

sisters, Gladys, Doretta, Betty, Arlene, Roma, Lavern, and Gloria.
Survivors include a daughter, Yvonne Kay and husband Greg Pratt, and grandsons, Ryan
Pratt; Terron Pratt and wife Michelle, great-granddaughters Parker and Leighton; Todd
Pratt and wife Jennifer and great-grandchildren Madelyn, Austin, and Andrew; a son,
Ronald Bowker of Ogallala, Ne; a daughter, Marge Freeman, and husband Lou, of
Chappell, Ne; grandchildren, Shayne of Chappell, and Starrla and husband Dana Klaksvik
of Fergus Falls, MN, great-granddaughter, Olivia and great-grandson, Levi; two brothers,
Harold Kues & Mary Lee of Fleming CO, and Herb Kues & Joyce of Del City, OK; along
with many nieces and nephews, to whom she became a second mother.
A memorial has been established for later designation. Condolences may be shared at
prairiehillsjulesburg.com.
Services for Doris will be held at a later date.
Prairie Hills Funeral Home of Julesburg is in charge of arrangements.

Comments

“

So sorry to hear the news. Doris will never be forgotten, her never ending love and
support impacted whom I am today. She will always be remembered for her gracious
meals and open home for friends and family gatherings. Sending our sympathy at
this difficult time. Scott and Sara King.

Scott King - July 10, 2020 at 01:44 PM

“

We will miss Doris at our Kues family Reunion, but her traditions will live on through
all of us! Sending love to all of you! Looking forward to seeing you in 2021!

Lisa Curley - July 03, 2020 at 05:57 PM

“

Ron and Yvonne, I am sorry to hear of your moms passing. Having grown up with
Ron, I’ve got to say I have only good memories of your folks. Both your folks were
always so welcoming and I never felt like I need hit the road. Your mom was not one
to straighten me up when I needed it. I think the last time I saw your mom was at
Safeway in Ogalalla . I had been asked to work the store during the boat races. She
was ever the sweetheart. Hope you find comfort in knowing that both your folks were
part of my growing up in Julesburg. I send my love to all your family.

Gabriel Hernandez - July 02, 2020 at 10:37 PM

“

Ron and family.. so sorry to hear about her passing., thinking about all of you at this
time.

butch stone - July 02, 2020 at 09:37 AM

“

Doris was my "town Mom". She had a heart of gold and a provided a home filled with love
for whoever enter her house. I still have all the on line Bible Studies she put together and
shared. She is at peace now, no more suffering. May God Bless you all at this time. With
Sympathy and Hugs.
Carol Bonesteel Jones
Carol Jones - July 10, 2020 at 11:09 AM

“

I have looked for a place to share my memories of Doris and I found it. After all those
wonderful years gone by in our past, I reconnected with her every month at the Assisted
Living. Me at the hearing aid Dr. and her daily walk down the hall. We would visit and talk
about the past. She was very caring and even as a boss at their café. I miss that day we
could greet each other and condolences to all the family. Know she is missed. Janice
Janice Nelson - November 23, 2020 at 09:42 PM

